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Dear Parents: 
 

Our first Elementary Book Chat this year will be held on Friday, October 21
st
 in the library at the Hauppauge 

High School from 5:45 until 7:00 pm. Refreshments will not be provided during this session, but students are 

invited to bring their own snack.   

 

The Elementary Book Chat can be attended by any 4
th

 or 5
th

 grade student within our district and one 

relative who would like to share this experience. While adult participation is an option, it is certainly not 

mandatory. Any student may select a book and attend the discussion on his/her own since each chat will be a 

chaperoned event. 

  

Teachers, administrators, and community members will be volunteering to serve as facilitators of the 

discussions and will create topics and questions to be addressed during the Book Chat. Additional comments 

and questions will be encouraged from participants to generate a dynamic conversation. 

 

Students are asked to select one book to read prior to the Book Chat on October 21
st
.  A summary of each text 

that has been chosen for the Book Chat can be found on the reverse side of this letter to guide students in 

making their selection. All participants will be responsible for obtaining their own books.  

 

The books selected for this Book Chat both relate to the US presidency and the upcoming election.  In the 

spirit of our democratic process, students who attend the October 21
st
 Book Chat will be given the opportunity 

to vote for and select the next two books for our Winter Elementary Book Chat.   

 

Attached please find an optional activity that has been created to support your child as he/she reflects on the 

literature they have chosen for this Book Chat. Your child should return this reflection activity to their school 

librarian by Monday, October 17, 2016.     

 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at 761-8313. We are certain that the Book 

Chat will prove to be a wonderful opportunity for your child to engage in powerful conversations about 

exciting new literature. 

 

Respectfully, 
 

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D.  

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D. 
Director of English Language Arts 

 

Alexandria Hiam 

Alexandria Hiam 
HS/MS Librarian 



Please complete the form on the reverse side of this letter and return it to  

your child’s school librarian by Monday, October 17, 2016.     

 

______I am interested in joining my child for the Book Chat on October 21
st
.    

 

______My child is interested in joining the Book Chat by him/herself. 

 

Please check off your book selection: 
 

The Kid Who Ran For President – _____                   Kid Presidents – _____                      

 

             

Student’s Name_____________________         Parent’s Name____________________ 

 

Classroom Teacher_____________________         Phone Contact__________________ 

 

 

 

The Kid Who Ran for President by Dan Gutman 

Meet Judson Moon, the newest and most exciting presidential candidate in the year 2000 elections. How is 

 he different from other candidates? First of all, he is 12 years old. Second, his 

friend and campaign manager, Lane, came up with the idea, and Judson is going 

along with it because it sounds like fun, not because he has a real understanding of 

the issues. And third, his running mate is an elderly African-American woman who 

used to be his babysitter. Judson's campaign is more successful than anyone could 

have predicted. Supporters even start sending him money to help out. The boy 

begins to realize he is in over his head, but still he goes on to debate the other 

candidates on national television. The voters love him and vote for him, but in the 

end, he decides to give up the presidency. How could adults vote a 12-year-old into 

office? Gutman makes readers believe anything is possible in these elections. 

Throughout the campaign, Lane brings up interesting political issues for discussion, 

such as why can't somebody younger than 35 run for president? Why are there amendments to the 

Constitution? Should politicians get sponsored by McDonalds? What are the journalists after? This 

humorous, informative book will be a fun read anytime, but particularly during this election year. 

 

Kid Presidents : True Tales of Childhood from America's Presidents  

by David Stabler 
With cartoonish illustrations that will attract fans of Jeff Kinney's "The Diary of a 

Wimpy Kid" and Rachel Renée Russel's "The Dork Diaries," this informative 

offering leaves no presidential childhood rock unturned. Children will enjoy the 

parallels of these presidential lives and their own, from Franklin Roosevelt's 

helicopter mother to Hebert Hoover's friendships with Native Americans to Barack 

Obama's tumultuous years in Indonesia. Disorganized kids will be happy to read 

that John F. Kennedy was given a scathing report card that once stated that he "can 

seldom locate his possessions." Kids will especially enjoy the section on pranks 

pulled by previous presidents. Oddly, this book is not organized chronologically, 

nor is each segment broken down into any rational sequence. Overall, the style is 

funny and lighthearted. Being a kid isn't always easy, even for those on the path for 

greatness, like many of these men. The further reading at the end of book provides a nice resource for 

those who want to learn more about their favorite resident of the Oval Office. Give this fun and accessible 

title to "Who Was…" series (Penguin) fans or reluctant readers who enjoys history. 


